
July 2, 2013 
 
 
H.E Dilma Vana Rousseff  
President of the Republic of Brazil  

RE: Medical Bill No 268/2002 

 
Your Excellency:  
 
The American Optometric Association (AOA) submits comments regarding your country’s 
consideration of Medical Bill No. 268/2002, on behalf of our fellow optometrists practicing in 
Brazil and at the request of the Brazilian Council of Optometry and Optics and the World 
Council of Optometry (WCO).    
 
The AOA represents approximately 36,000 doctors of optometry, optometry students and 
paraoptometric assistants and technicians and is the premier association in the United States 
for the profession and a leading authority on the eye and vision health. Optometrists serve 
patients in nearly 6,500 communities across the United States, and in 3,500 of those 
communities are the only eye doctors.  Doctors of optometry provide more than two-thirds of 
all primary eye and vision health care in the United States.  Optometrists will play a valuable 
role in delivering care for those who are newly enrolled in insurance, and without optometrists, 
the eye care needs of the public cannot be met.  
 
The AOA is aware that the Brazilian Congress has just approved Medical Bill No 268/2002, 
which seeks to regulate the medical profession. We understand that this bill could significantly 
limit the professional practice of several non-medical health care professions, including 
optometry, bringing these disciplines under the direct control of medical doctors. The AOA 
believes that these potential limits on the practice of optometry are not in the best interests of 
the people of Brazil and would hurt their ability to get high quality eye care.   
 
We support the view of the WCO that implementing this bill will significantly reduce access to 
immediate and affordable eye health care in Brazil.  The AOA believes that this can only 
increase the incidence of failure to identify sight threatening eye problems in the early stages of 
development and failure to prevent visual impairment and blindness. 
 
In closing, the AOA highly recommends that you not put this Bill into law especially item ix of 
Article 4 of the legislation.  
 
Sincerely, 
Mitchell T. Munson, OD 
President     
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